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Ashley Walters is an Assistant Professor of Jewish Studies and Director of the Pearlstine/
Lipov Center for Southern Jewish Culture at the College of Charleston. Her research 
interests include American and East European Jewish history, Jews and American culture, 
the history of leftist political movements, and Jews in the American South. She is currently 
working on a book manuscript titled, Intimate Radicals: East European Jewish Women 
and Progressive American Desires. She is also co-editing and contributing to a volume 
titled, Reframing Jewish American Literary History through Women’s Writing. 
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“Forgotten Watershed:  
Writing Russia’s Great 

War into Modern Jewish 
Historiography” 

Polly Zavadivker is Assistant Professor of History and director of the Program in Jewish Studies 
at the University of Delaware. She is completing a book project entitled “A Nation of Refugees: 
World War I and Russia’s Jews” (under contract with Oxford University Press). She is the editor 
and translator from Russian of The 1915 Diary of S. An-sky: A Russian Jewish Writer at the 
Eastern Front (Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 2016). Her articles and essays have 
appeared in Jewish Social Studies, Simon Dubnow Institute Yearbook, and the multi-volume 
series Russia’s Great War and Revolution. Her next project will be an attempt to place Soviet 
Jewish writer Vasily Grossman in the canon of European Holocaust writers. 

She is completing a book project entitled “A Nation of Refugees: World War I and Russia’s 
Jews” (under contract with Oxford University Press). She is the editor and translator from 
Russian of The 1915 Diary of S. An-sky: A Russian Jewish Writer at the Eastern 
Front (Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 2016). Her articles and essays have appeared 
in Jewish Social Studies, Simon Dubnow Institute Yearbook, and the multi-volume 
series Russia’s Great War and Revolution. Her next project will be an attempt to place Soviet 
Jewish writer Vasily Grossman in the canon of European Holocaust writers. 


